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Tt wasg s.m_noam news ﬂ:mn %m.\nm@._
stale, H,mnmm “and _mwezu environmen-
tal organizations have agreed “on
how to improve the émﬁm_. nﬂm_mq in.
Jamaica Bay. -,
The 39- mncmq?s:m bay - _m cleaner
than it used to be, but far from the
Pres strhan mﬂmnm. An which -t was a
cornutopia, of fish, fowl and. plant
fife:

For centuries, if was the center Qn
a commercial fishing industry that
harvested oysters and othér shell-
fish, but the intense development of
Brooklyn and Queens in the past 100
years brought an end to that..

The -bay ‘is still rich in natural
gifts. It is no accident that there is
a federal wildlife preserve within it,
but because of its location almost
entirely within. the limits of the na-
tion's biggest .city, the bhatlie
-against-pottution never ends..

.- The city s uc.a:m ts money
. where its mouth is. it plans to in-
vest-motre than $200 million to re-
:duce. nitrogen discharges from the

e bay and to _.mm.a_.m shrinking
i -Shlands. .

-This wmn_mammo: and proteciion
effort, is importart, Jamaica Bay is
one of the region’s great resources,
and it is a good sign that-evéryone
is now on the same umum about” mm
888. .

- wastewater treatrment plants -
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ometime in the fall of 2011, people
will. visit the newly opened Heri-
tage Fleld on the site of the old
Yankee Stadium.. ¢ .
- And while same will ‘think, "What a
éo:mmna job ﬁwmm did ¢credting the new
park,” many others will conclude it's
hard -t believe Yankee Stadium once
stood %m_.m.

-The sad thing is, it doesn't _._m<m to be’
this way..

The Parks Department plan _:noao-
rates visual elements within the mm_.x to -

-present ‘the Stadium’s

than a year age: '
While Tts primary purpose was o pre-

serve the best of the Stadium’s exterior,
- it had the additional benefits of creating

a grand entrance into. the new park

while creating a symbolic transition from

the old to the new mﬁmmmcg a_qmn%.

‘across 161ist St
The Parks omvmnSm;ﬁ raised »wm ‘cost

of preserving Gate 2 as a major stum-
bling biock, with estimates from $10mil-
lionto $16 million. .

The preservationists tried. several
times to gain access to the gate area for
an independent estimate, but were de-
nied -each. ime by thé mayor's office,
while fifmmakers, other
dignitaries were continuously aliowed
access. '

In any event, a noaw.:maowmﬂzm brick

“drive to: offset; ifinot fully cover, the

costs | - was _ooau_mwm_,&

n_n,m.mmzmg%. ;
: mmﬂo_.ma

history. T . “No_real - -attempt was
But none of . these ._._._mh_ﬁ< nmu.._”‘ - . Tever made by the Parks
come anywhere clgse to ere 'y 0o .- Department- o discuss
nomgu‘mnm M_.wm w”mmﬂ mmmmﬂ ‘mﬂ___ Qc ” dwman.waa&wnwm%m or
and majesty of the mos o other alternatives.
" . ¥ 1.4 4 - N a —0
| oo eme - therightthing. - e e
“And  they . certainly the upper. deck is moé
dorrt offer any . physical :.‘ “ﬁ m.mm_q Emﬂﬁw ﬁa being removed. -
mﬁmaﬂﬂ 33 .%m.wmwom . *. Saye'the Yankee . umb,mm, Mmm omﬂ_mnmwﬁhm_m_“
structure. ) . be left to.do is to
An effort ip preserve : nmﬂmmnosaﬁm. . down the historic 1920s
the’ most meaningful. mxmmﬂ.aﬁ wall, " including
section, Gate 2 {mostly’ uritouched dur- : : .
ing the 19705 removation), hegan _mare wifl-then be

xoz n_a we ef-to this p nt?

“The; gnoa m.:m s.the city, ﬂm}mm,.

s_@ “the mriayor's ‘office, ‘wanted nothing
of the original Stadium to remain. Hence,

the flat response of “We have no plans
to - ificorporate - mmﬁm 2

Field.” -~ .

No- Bm<cmw. No “Let's see what we can

media and

into. Heritage

ﬂﬂ n
In fact, the n_G wants it gone so badly
that somehow, the independent Public

"Design Commission did a complete

about-face Between its .October 2009
plan review {which rejected the plan as
uninspiring) to the subsequent February
2010 review, which essentially gave the
same plan the thumbs up.

o is this the end? Technically, as
long as Gate 2 stands,. no. Never-
theless, with -literalty "days left,
time is just about upy

The city can still do the right thing if
it reaily wants to. mﬁ 5 actions.to date
say otherwise.

But even.jf the m«&a Gate 2 can't be
saved, the three decorative halconjes
and-fwo terra cotta motifs could be ex-
tracted and easily incorporated itto the
park -as works of art. s\oﬂww from the
Babe's. house . itselfl

It is two oufs in the bottom. of the

- .ninth.

The <city and the Parks Department
have o:m “rhofe turn at bat to do-some-
thing Em.mz mumo_m_

Or, they can just take three n_ﬂn:mm_

_.”.Hmmﬁ mﬁ. gate aaém n_c_nx? and let the

m&.:m end..

We wnas_ what the mmcm s&:_q do.
Mark Costello, John Trush,
Richard Lillard, Matt Visco,

from the Save the Yankee
Gate 2 Committee
Eéﬁmm_,\m%mﬁnxmmoﬁmwne.a
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